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CONFERENCE FOCUSES ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN TH E NEW M ILLENNIUM
MISSOULA-A landmark conference in Missoula this month features more than two dozen
workshops on a broad range of human rights issues, including tribal sovereignty, the basis of
sexual orientation, safe schools and the media and social change.
The conference kicks off Thursday, Oct. 21, with a panel discussion on "Human Rights
in Global, Multi-disciplinary and Historical Prospective" at The University of Montana. A
cross-cultural and cross-regional discussion of the concept and practice of human rights, the
panel will look at the Middle East, Asia, Latin America and the United States.
Panelists will include Ada Deer, senior lecturer in social work and American Indian
studies at the University of Wisconsin-Madison; Mehrdad Kia, UM associate professor of
history; Paul Haber, UM associate professor of political science; G.G. Weix, UM director of
women’s studies and associate professor of anthropology; and Leonard Zeskind, director of the
Institute for Research & Education on Human Rights.
The panel discussion takes place from 7 to 9 p.m. in Urey Lecture Hall. It is free and
open to the public.
The conference itself, "Human Rights: Organizing for Justice in the New Millennium,"
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will be held Friday through Sunday, Oct. 22-24, at the Holiday Inn Parkside. The event — the
annual conference of the Northwest Coalition Against Malicious Harassment and the Montana
Human Rights Network -- is open to the public. Registration is $45 for members, $55 for non
members and $15 for students.
Conference registration runs from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, with the opening program
at 6:30 p.m. Saturday’s schedule features a full day of workshops, keynote lectures and
discussions, as well as an evening reception and dinner. Sunday offers more workshops and a
panel discussion, concluding with lunch and a keynote lecture at 12:45 p.m.
The conference will gather more than 30 workshop presenters from organizations
across the state, region and country. Keynote speakers are Deer, who also is the former chair
of the Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin; Loretta Ross, founder and executive director of
the Center for Human Rights Education in Atlanta; and Bill Wassmuth, executive director of
Northwest Coalition Against Malicious Harassment.
For a brochure listing all workshops and presenters, call 327-1596.
The conference is co-sponsored by UM and KPAX-TV and supported by the U.S.
Forest Service-Northern Region, the Rossbach/Brennen Foundation and the Montana Trial
Lawyers Association.

m
PS
Local
HRconf. rl

